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IMPORTANT NOTICE
Re :  Issue of Acute and Repeat Prescriptions

Regular Repeat Prescriptions

These are requests from patients who have had the requested drugs previously – the patient will preferably bring in the right hand side of the original prescription form or complete a request form (found in reception) or fax their request – but it must be in writing.  The repeat request will be completed within 48 hours of the practice receiving the request.

Hospital Prescriptions

· We only prescribe medications recommended by consultants when patients have been referred to that consultant by our practice.
· If a patient is seen at an NHS hospital by a consultant and they require medication they will normally be given a hospital prescription which must be taken to the hospital pharmacy where a maximum of a two week course of the drug/drugs will be dispensed.  Following the hospital consultation, the consultant writes to the GP informing the GP of the recommended treatment that they have prescribed and whether or not this needs to be a repeat medication.

· If the medication is required on a repeat basis then the GP is responsible for prescribing that drug thereafter.  It should be noted that there is an agreement with the DOH and all acute trusts (ie all hospitals) that this 2 week rule will apply and indeed all trusts are funded in order to enable them to prescribe these drugs – ie GP prescribing budgets are NOT funded to prescribe this 2 week course of medication.

· This practice treats all patients the same whether they have been seen by an NHS consultant in a NHS hospital or a private consultant at a private hospital.  Therefore if a private consultant issues a prescription then that prescription should be taken to the private hospital pharmacy where the drugs will be dispensed.

· The private consultant should then write to the GP informing them of the diagnosis and recommended treatment and whether or not the medication will be required on a repeat prescription basis.  It is the GP’s responsibility to prescribe after a 2 week period if repeat medication is required.

