Statement on Shared Care for patients/website/staff 

Shared care is a term used within the NHS to describe the situation where a specialist doctor wishes to pass some of the patient’s care, such as prescription of medication, over to their general practitioner (GP). This is something that can be requested but the guidance for all medications is that this may only be done if the GP agrees. The GP will need to consider a number of factors to decide if this is safe.

As a surgery, we will review all requests for shared care prescribing using the following checklist. Please be aware that if we cannot satisfy all of the outcomes, we will not be able to enter into shared care prescribing. 



	Consideration
	Y/N

	The specialist has sought agreement of the GP and made clear the nature and responsibilities of each party of the shared care arrangement before transferring any care or prescribing and you feel assured by what you have seen	
	

	Are you signed up to a shared care LCS that includes this medicine? (if yes this would only apply to NHS providers)
	

	Do you feel that the prescribing and associated knowledge required falls within the scope of your team’s professional competence?
	

	Do you feel this falls within your team’s workload capacity?	
	

	Are there adequate resources and sufficient capacity for the work of managing safe systems for monitoring and prescribing for this medication in your practice?
	

	For NHS providers, are they locally commissioned or have they been approved by your ICB as working in line with UK best practice and local prescribing guidelines/shared care protocols?	
	

	For private providers are you satisfied that the provider is appropriately accredited, practicing in line with UK best practice and will prescribe and monitor patients in line with locally agreed pathways apply?
	

	For those under private providers – Has there been an agreement with the patient that prescribing will cease, if the patient for whatever reason, is unable to continue follow up with a private provider?	
	



	
	
	
