August newsletter 

Yet again, we are filled with admiration for the local community here at the surgery. 
Every day we see neighbours doing kind things for each other, including people offering to give other patients lifts home. If this has been you, thank you! Transport in rural areas is a major issue for many of our patients, and we would like to give a shout out to neighbours and Dore Community Transport (and the neighbours who volunteer for it) who help so many people come to their appointments.
[bookmark: _GoBack]If you would like to meet more of these wonderful neighbours, do join our Tuesday gentle walking group. This is led by our health coach Jolanta. It goes at a leisurely pace, and often involves visits to beautiful local gardens.
We learnt this week that UK bats have a very high chance of carrying rabies. Please do NOT handle any injured or unwell bats you might find as any bat bite or scratch means an extensive vaccination course, and contact your vet if a pet has caught a bat. We do not keep rabies vaccines in the surgery as they are rarely needed if this advice is kept to.
Its hard to imagine in this heat wave this week, BUT Covid and flu vaccinations will be done again in October, and we are hoping to plan our vaccination session on October 4th. This has a slight chance of the date changing, but for now, SAVE THE DATE! We like to see you at the surgery for your flu and covid vaccines. As usual we will contact those who are eligible to book you in.
And finally… more news about the NHS app. We have been told that From September, the NHS plans to start sending digital results from the NHS Cervical Screening Programme using the NHS App. In September, those who have a negative test result will be notified of this by an NHS App message. It will also appear as an NHS App notification. If the NHS App message isn’t read within 72 hours, a letter will be sent as a failsafe. Abnormal result letters will continue, for the time being, to be sent by post. This change follows the successful rollout of digital invitations and reminders in June 2025. Since the launch, 9 out of every 10 invitations are being sent digitally, with the remainder being sent by post. Personally, am delighted that the NHS is going to be spending less money on expensive stamps. Good news for all us!



