Meeting Minutes for Elmswood Surgery PPG at 2pm Friday 9th May

Present:- Magrit Mitchell, Christine Huett, Frances Warburton, Richard Buckwell, Martin Sanderson, Pauline Sault, Dave Groom, Shelagh Clarke, Charlie Wilson, Derek Huett, Sue Tribe and Dr Malik

Our Chair, Sue Tribe, sadly announced that Nadia Whitcombe, our local MP and guest speaker, had contacted Sue the previous evening with the sad news that she was ill and thus unable to attend.
Nadia has promised to attend our meeting when she has recovered. 

Fortunately Doctor Malik, a regular attendee at our meetings, then stepped in and handled questions about the our surgery and the Health service in general.

These included :- PCN members selling surgeries to US chains and Hospital waiting lists.
Irfan explained there will be major changes and this may not be currently the best of times for patients.
Some GP's are becoming unemployed while there are patients unable to get treatment.
The NHS is losing cheaper operations to the private sector while being left to handle the difficult expensive operations.
It was also reported that elderly people were waiting longer to be dealt with.
It was felt the whole system was dysfunctional.

In spite of these issues, Dr Malik reassured us that our surgery will continue to operate as it always has.

The situation in our PCN under the control of Mike Crowe at Bulwell was raised.  It appears to be almost impossible to get a personal interview with him.
There seems to be a move to only get appointments by email only.
Dr Malik reassured us that our surgery will not go down that route.  During Covid we were one of the few surgeries in Nottinghamshire that kept its doors open.
We will always be able to phone or visit at Elmswood.

There was a last query regarding acupuncture.  We did in year's past try to provide acupuncture under the NHS.  
The NHS has now removed acupuncture from its lists and you would have to go privately to obtain it.

Our next meeting will be onWednesday , 11th of June at 6.30 pm.  

