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Some patients may seek private healthcare – either using medical insurance or self-funded. The relationship between private and NHS healthcare must be considered when doing this. Westlands Medical Centre follows NHS England and BMA guidance.
We will:
· Provide a referral to a private provider of the patient’s choice, at their request and with their consent, without charge, if we deem it clinically appropriate.
· Provide non-urgent, NHS prescriptions for medications recommended by a private specialist, if we feel it is clinically appropriate, the drug is not subject to a shared care agreement and is not red or amber on the NHS Hampshire and Isle of Wight formulary. Any investigations required prior to the initiation of this drug will not be carried out by the practice and explicit documentation about suitability of the medication, pre-prescribing tests, and confirmation of discussion of risks and benefits will be required before prescription. Absence of this evidence will result in the medication not being prescribed. Where the medication requires further monitoring or clinical review (for example, blood tests or clinic appointments), we will require confirmation that this will be arranged by the private provider before we will prescribe. Absence of this information means that we will not be able to provide the medication.
· Provide a summary of coded significant past medical history, drug history and allergies to a private provider, for a fee determined by the practice, provided written consent is obtained by the provider and received alongside the request.
· Complete factual reports at the request of a private provider, for a fee determined by the practice, provided written consent obtained by the provider is received alongside this request.


We will not:
· Act on any abnormalities identified in clinical history, examination or investigations conducted by a private provider. The responsibility for this lies with the person making the assessment/requesting the test. We do not accept transfer of this responsibility to Westlands Medical Centre. Letters requesting this will be returned by administrative staff without clinical review and without accepted transfer of clinical responsibility.
· Request or conduct investigations on behalf of a private provider. A patient being self-funding is not justification for the responsibility for these investigations being transferred to primary care. We must emphasise that, unless there are exceptional circumstances as determined by the GP (funding is not an exceptional circumstance), if a specialist deems a test to be necessary then it is their responsibility to arrange, interpret and act upon it. It should also be noted that any abnormalities identified in such tests will not be accepted by the GP for further action – onward referral or direct action by the requesting clinician is expected. Letters requesting this will be returned without clinical review, with rejection of transfer of any responsibility.
· Issue a prescription on behalf of a private provider where this is required earlier than five working days following written receipt of the request, where the drug is subject to shared care arrangements, where the medication requires tests prior to initiation, or where the drug is amber or red on the Hampshire or Isle of Wight formulary. Additionally, if a GP does not feel they have the experience to prescribe the drug, it will also be returned to the specialist for issue of the prescription without further explanation.
· Make any referrals on behalf of the private provider. This includes referrals into NHS or other private providers. Any additional referrals must be made by the person who is recommending them. Inability to access eRS is not a exception. 
· Apply for funding – Prior Approval or Individual Funding Requests – for any treatments proposed by a private provider. This application will need to be made by the private provider, or they must refer to the appropriate NHS organisation and arrange funding application directly with them.
· Forward test results to any provider. Any NHS test results requested by general practice are available on the NHS App and can be accessed by the patient and forwarded from there.
· Provide any medical reports for suitability or otherwise for any investigations or treatment. 
· Provide any follow-up care for private procedures, except where this would normally be provided by general practice in line with the GMS contract. 

Further information can be found here.
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