
Hello everyone,
GPC England is holding a special conference in March of this year to look at ways that collective action could progress if there is no agreed contract by then.

When further details are agreed we will share them with you.

We have all received a draft copy of the local Quality Improvement Prescribing scheme. Locally, we did not, as part of collective action, suggest turning off script switch because of the safety alerts attached to it. We did however recommend that you ignored its cost saving advice if you felt that what you were prescribing was in the patients’ best interests.

As part of collective action PCNs might wish to consider NOT participating in the Quality Improvement Prescribing Scheme, as its primary aim is cost savings. If PCNs do take part they should carefully consider whether the current reimbursement attached to it is adequate for the workload that it brings.

Several GPs have reported difficulties in utilising the late home visiting service, because when they attempt to, it has reached capacity. The adult community services are the providers of this and it is an admission avoidance service rather than a late visiting service. Within their capacity they will visit patients who request visits late in the day which cannot be deferred until 
the next day, because of the urgency of the patient’s condition and there is a risk of 

admission if they are not seen. The expectation is not that every practice would need to make use of it daily, nor include it in their capacity for daily visits. These visits should be triaged by the practice.
We have also been discussing referral rejections in neurology with MYHT. They have been triaging their waiting list and you may have had referrals returned to you with advice. This can be distressing and frustrating for patients. They have agreed that in such patients if the advice given is not helpful then the patient can be returned to their original position on the waiting list.

Happy New Year to Everyone.

Lyn Hall
 

Local Issues
Masks

There are currently high levels of flu cases within hospitals and the community. It is expected that the number of cases will peak in early January. Wakefield District Health and Care Partnership  has recommended that if you are caring for patients with viral respiratory symptoms, please ensure you are wearing a fluid-resistant (Type IIR) surgical mask when within two metres of the patient. 
Ensure good ventilation in waiting areas and clinic rooms.
Remind staff about the importance of practising good hand hygiene. 
These steps are essential for infection control. This year, there have been record numbers of frontline NHS staff not taking up the offer of the flu vaccine. It is very important that all staff have a flu vaccination for their safety and the safety of their patients.
From BMA/GPC
Original Pack Dispensing (OPD) – comes into effect for NHS dispensing on 1 January 2025 
In October 2023, changes to the Human Medicines Regulations (HMRs) allowed pharmacies to dispense up to 10% more or less than the quantity prescribed (OPD +/- 10% dispensing)  for private prescriptions for POMs. From 1 January 2025, pharmacies will have the same discretion with NHS prescriptions.

The PLPS amendments will, for NHS dispensing:

require the supervising pharmacist to consider OPD +/-10% dispensing for NHS prescriptions, as appropriate, and

give the pharmacist the flexibility to supply up to 10% more or less than the prescribed quantity, if that would mean the medicine could be dispensed in the manufacturer’s original pack, and other prescription requirements are fulfilled

Professional judgment should be exercised to assess the suitability of applying OPD +/- 10% dispensing, and it is not expected to be appropriate in all cases. For example, if a patient is prescribed antibiotics or steroids and the supervising pharmacist considers that the patient should be supplied with the exact quantity prescribed to be able to follow the medication regimen, OPD +/- 10% dispensing should not be used.

The PLPS amendments will require the supervising pharmacist to consider OPD +/- 10% dispensing from 1 January 2025 but they don’t require its use.

 
_______________________________
Please send any items or news for inclusion in the next Newsletter to the LMC office
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