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Hello Everyone,

GPCE is in dispute with the government over the 1/10/25 contract changes which they perceive as unsafe. Being in dispute does NOT mean practices can ignore the changes. Declaring a dispute is akin to declaring compliance with the new contractual requirements in the 25/26 contract agreement in March 25, but “under protest”.
Practices must
· Have an online consultation tool, which is available to registered patients throughout core hours (8am-6.30pm), to allow them to make non-urgent/routine appointment requests, medication queries and administrative request and
· Ensure GP Connect (Update Record) write access functionality is enabled.
The national conference of England LMCs took place on Friday 7th November where further escalatory action was discussed.

If you are not a member of the BMA consider joining so that you have a vote in any potential future ballot on escalatory action.
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Lyn Hall


Dyslexia in children
Dyslexia is not a diagnosis that GPs can make although we are often asked to: full dyslexia assessments are a private service. Parents can start the process by contacting the special educational needs department at school and they should 





offer a basic screening in school. Your child may need to contact a Specialist Dyslexia Teacher, see the link to the local provider https://www.yorkshiredyslexia.co.uk/ The full assessment costs about £500 and there is about an 8 week wait. School may also suggest that a Visual Stress test can be helpful, as it can present similarly to Dyslexia. Valli opticians located in Wakefield can do this service https://www.valliopticians.co.uk/ The visual stress test cost about £50 and looks at coloured overlays. School sometimes also provide these. We would also recommend your child has an up to date eye test, these are free on the NHS for Children.

Jess’s Rule
This initiative is not a law, but a formal directive supported by NHS England, the DHSS and the RCGP. 
It is named after Jessica Brady who died in December 2022 of stage 4 adenocarcinoma , having reportedly been seen at her GP practice twenty times prior to diagnosis.
This rule encourages GP colleagues to “rethink” a diagnosis, or the lack of one, if a patient presents three times with the same symptoms or concerns.
In such a scenario consider the following approach:
Reflect: Consider what has happened so far and offer a F2F appointment with the opportunity for an examination if this has not happened already.
Review: Consider a peer review within your practice formally or informally.
Rethink: Consider onward referral or Advice and Guidance.
An RCGP and Jessica Brady CEDAR Trust learning module to support earlier cancer diagnosis in young adults is available from NHSE.


From BMA/GPC  
EDEC deadline reminder

This year's annual eDEC (electronic declaration) has been circulated to all practices; completing this is a contractual requirement with a closing date of 21 November. Colleagues should note there are a number of questions within the eDEC that relate to the online consultation implementation and should ensure when completing these that they align with details on the practice website, other patient facing material, and any information requested by commissioners.

___________________________________


Please send any items or news for inclusion in the next Newsletter to the LMC office
Tel: 07501441205
e-mail: wakefiled.lmc@nhs.net










