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Hello Everyone,
In the January Target (Wednesday 14/1/26) there will be a session on the new neighbourhood initiatives and what this could mean for GPs locally. 
This will be an in-person event for GPs and will give you a chance to learn about this initiative as well as an opportunity to raise questions and concerns. I would encourage every practice to attend.
There will be the usual Target sessions for other staff.
The LMC will be adding a committee position for an ARRS GP as we don’t think this group is currently represented. We will be communicating directly with these GPs to make them aware of the opportunity.

I hope you all have a Merry Xmas and a Happy New Year.
.
[bookmark: _Hlk155179865]
Lyn Hall



Local Issues                                                              Orthopaedic Referrals
Locally all orthopaedic referrals must now go via MSK. Some practices have had referrals rejected as they have referred to MSK using the orthopaedics form. If practices could check that they are using the correct form for referral. 











From BMA/GPC  
Online Consultation Survey results
	The BMA/GPCEs online consultation survey results have been received. . More than 1,300 responses were received –one in five practices in England, representing nearly 14 million
patients – over 20% of England’s registered patient population.

The survey showed significant concerns about the GP contract changes relating to online requirements introduced on 1 October 2025. 73% of responding practices said
they had to change how they work because of the contract change, and many reported negative effects on both patients and staff.

42% of practices have had to reduce face-to-face appointments, reducing the time patients spend with their GP. 45% of these practices said they’ve had to redeploy staff to accommodate the changes, and over half had seen a negative effect on patient care. Despite GPCE  warning of the risk of patient harm, 74% of practices had seen an increase in workload, 68% reported an increase in stress, and 54% said there was an increase in working hours.

GPCEs  current dispute with the Government includes this issue, after it failed to meaningfully engage with GPC England to deliver the necessary safeguards prior to 1 October 2025, as per their  conditions to agreeing the terms of the 2025/26 contract.

GPCE have repeatedly said that patient access must be clinically safe. To ensure that happens, practices must retain the ability to manage their consultation systems safely, including when demand exceeds safe capacity, rather than being forced to prioritise convenience over patient need. Colleagues  are urged to continue using the BMA  safe working guidance .


Vicarious Liability
You may all have seen the Pulse  Today headline:


Student paralysed after skydiving accident sues for £15m and GP partners facing £10m legal claim warn of 'vicarious liability' risks 

At the LMC conference we were told that as the form was a private service there was no cover by the NHS CNSGP scheme. As the salaried GP’s Medical Defence Organisation would not confirm that they would provide cover for the full amount, the patient’s lawyers had extended the claim to the partners. The partners’ MDO (different from that of the salaried GP) advised that they do not cover vicarious liability, meaning that the partners are exposed to the possibility of having to pay £10million + which could ruin the partners as well as the practice.  Currently we don’t know the outcome of this case, but advise practices to urgently assess the following: 
1) Does your practice have a policy regarding completing private certificates (in particular if a patient is fit to carry out a particular activity) and if all clinicians are aware? 
2) Does the amount you charge for private services reflect the risk associated?
 3) Do you ensure that all GPs (partners, salaried, locums) are a member of a Medical Defence Organisation? 
4) Have you checked with your MDO whether they cover for vicarious liability? 
5) Does your practice have insurance (as part of business insurance or separate) to cover other incidents not covered by CNSGP/MDOs, including (but not exclusive): 
a. Data breaches 
b. Cyber breaches
c. Human Rights Act/Equality Act breaches

___________________________________


Please send any items or news for inclusion in the next Newsletter to the LMC office
Tel: 07501441205
e-mail: wakefiled.lmc@nhs.net










