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Merepark PPG Minutes

Date:		Wednesday 30th July 2025
Venue:	Alsager Health Centre – Meeting Room 1

Present: 	Dave Tyler (Chair) – DT	Judith Aspinall – JA
		Russell Spink – RS		Carol Robinson (New Member) – CR
		Bev Newton – BN		Dev Alkins  (Practice) DA (part of meeting)
		Dr S Pearson (Practice) SP (part of meeting)

Apologies: 	Ken Newton – KN		Fiza Jan – FJ

Absent:	Terry Peters – TP			

1. Apologies
Received as noted above.
2. Introductions
DT welcomed everyone to the meeting and introduced Carol to Bev as our new member to the group.
As there were 5 members present, the meeting was declared quorate.  
3. Review of previous minutes
All agreed outstanding points detailed below
4. 2025 Objectives
Circulated to members on updated letterhead.
Recruitment still an issue – would be like to have maximum number of 12 per Constitution.  – SP is going to see if she has any ideas for extra membership
Letter will be sent to Alsager School at start of new academic year in September.  It will also include the offer for RS to address the sixth form about the PPG.  
5. PPG Meeting Day Tues/Wed
After discussion it was agreed that no meeting was required for August, and that future meetings would be held on Tuesdays at the same time.  Action DA to consult with Tracey to re-arrange future bookings.
6. Cedars PPG
DT reported that he had eventually been able to meet up with Don Longhurst, whom we believed was the D Longhurst who was Chair of Cedars PPG, but was told we had the wrong ‘D’.  It is Derek Longhurst.  Action DT to make contact
7. Veterans Day
Still awaiting a date from The Tri Services and Veterans Support Centre.  DT proposed that this day should be an Alsager Medical Centre event which would bring the 2 surgeries together.  Merepark have agreed on this. It was muted that BN would attend this event to pass information over about the Church Lawton Community Group Christmas Day that she is part of. Action DT to consult with Cedars PPG.   
8. Updated Documents
DT confirmed all PPG documentation now available on new letterhead showing only the names of the partner doctors
9. Unincorporated Group
The opportunity to look into Unincorporate membership has been included in the Constitution, but at this point in time it was decided that now is not the time to consider further, but it can be looked at in the future
10. PPG Website update
DA has updated the PPG website. 
11. NHS APP Uptake
DA has asked if the PPG can offer any help in increasing the surgeries low uptake on patients using the NHS APP.  After discussion, it was agreed that due the surgery’s demographics weighing heavily on the older scale, and therefore lack of ability to use this service, the surgery should continue to encourage patients to use the APP, and the PPG can offer support with patients who are struggling.
12. Communications update
Still looking into utilising Link and Alsager in Focus when budgets permit.  DT to confirm prices.  
13. Practice Update
Still awaiting dates for vaccinations in Autumn – think they will be available September/October.  JA to be notified as soon as possible  of the dates so that preparations can be started to arrange PPG cover.

14. AOB
The electronic signage calling patients to medics – the ‘beep’ alarm that notifies waiting patients that the sign has a message has either disappeared or been turned down so low it cannot be heard.   DA to action.  
15.  Date of next meeting
Tuesday 23rd September 2025
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